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such superstitions have been brought together. The collection of riddles 
includes one hundred and nineteen, belonging to Brittany, but in the 
French language. The Blason populaire contains the surnames and appella- 
tions, usually of a derisive character, by which the inhabitants of the various 
Breton communes were habitually designated by their neighbors. The In- 
structions et Questionnaires, issued by the society named, is a question-book 
of great fulness, serving as a useful guide to collectors. 

In the last printed of these articles, M. Se"billot has gathered together 
the recollections of historical personages preserved in the popular tradition 
of his province. It is rather melancholy to observe how few are these 
reminiscences. Traditions respecting Arthur, Merlin, and Roland appear 
to be at present altogether lacking. Modern as well as ancient personages 
suffer from the same oblivion ; Anne of Brittany, last of the independent 
sovereigns of that province, seems to be the only historical character who 
can be said to have a place in popular esteem, a distinction which she 
possibly owes to the identity of her name with Saint Anne, mother of the 
Virgin, and object of a special cult in the province. 

The word " folk-lore " has now become established in most European lan- 
guages, being used to denote a vast and indefinite field, including popular 
literature, popular customs, and anthropologic observations of various sorts. 
M. Se'billot's explanation of the term, and the ground which it may be taken 
to cover, is the most judicious and rational which we have seen ; at some 
future time we hope to refer again to this paper, when we may be able to 
examine the matter more at length. 

W. W. If. 

Collection Internationale de la Tradition. Directeurs : MM. fimile 

Blemont et Henry Carnoy. Volume II. Les Livres de Divination. 

Traduits sur un manuscript turc ine"dit, par Jean Nicolaides. Paris. 

Aux Bureaux de la Tradition, 33 rue Vavin. 1889. i2mo, p. xii., 101. 
Volume III. La Musique et la Danse dans les traditions des Lithuaniens, 

les Allemands et les Grecs, par le Dr. Edmond Veckenstedt. 12010, 

pp. xii., 98. 

The first of the little books above mentioned contains the translation of 
an old manuscript discovered by the translator at Constantinople. Several 
Hellenists to whom it was shown vainly endeavored to discover its sense, 
until M. Nicolaides, happening to read it aloud, discovered that the text 
was Turkish and Arab, written in Greek characters ! The treatise (the 
date of which is not specified) includes books on the interpretation of 
omens from thunder, lightning, and earthquake, rainbow, auguries from the 
day of birth, effects of the position of the constellation of the dragon, lucky 
and unlucky days, and auguries from the date of celebration of Christmas. 
Some of these superstitions have found their way into European almanacs. 
It is calculated to give the reader a vivid sense of the credibility of man- 
kind, during so many generations guided by such a phantom ; for if the 
superstitions of unwritten folk-lore exhibit beliefs, which, if groundless, are 
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at least simple and comprehensible, the science of augury consists of a 
complicated system of devices corresponding to no reality whatever. Thus 
a girl born on a Sunday under the sign Sagittarius, in November, will be 
short in stature, pretty, gentle, intelligent, circumspect, and gay under all 
circumstances. She will have cherry lips, be separated from her parents 
and her friends, and will die of heart-sickness far from her home. She will 
become a widow, and be abandoned by her husband ; will have the small- 
pox, will weep over one of her children, and must be on her guard against 
a cruel enemy ; she will be sick at the age of 2, 5, 8, 9, 15, 29, 39, 52, and 65 
years ; if she recovers, she will live to be 92. During her illness, she must 
say a mass in the name of Saint George and Saint Friday, and will rub her- 
self with oil taken from the lamps of these saints. When one thinks of 
the attention paid to these predictions, and of the reputation and fortune 
won by the doctors who expounded them, he is indeed tempted to say that 
all is vanity. 

In the second of the books mentioned, the author sets forth his opinions 
on the subject of popular traditions, namely, that the distinctive character 
of each people is to be sought for in these. He attaches especial value to 
Lithuanian tales, which he considers to be "full of an elevated morality." 
This people he considers remarkable for the primitive character of its 
traditions, and thinks that in this manner can be proved " the superiority 
of the manners of ancient times over the perverse manners of actual so- 
cieties." Dr. Veckenstedt, while discountenancing the views of those phi- 
lologists who wish to derive all mythology from the Sanscrit roots, has his 
own system of explanation, — thus Tannhauser, a form of Odin, is the wind 
who makes music with the trees ; Achilles, whose son and double Neoptole- 
mos or Pyrrhus invented the Pyrrhic dance, is the torrent which dances 
down the cliff, etc. It is not now possible to notice further these views, to 

which we may at some future time return. 

W.W.N. 
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